
First United Church of Arvada 

Fall Congregational Meeting, November 15, 2015, DRAFT 

Following worship, Moderator, Tom Garrison, called the meeting to order at 11:10 A.M.  The Clerk 

determined that a quorum was present.  Pastor Karin Kilpatric led the congregation in prayer. 

The minutes of the January 25, May 3 and August 30 Congregational Meetings were approved as 

distributed, with a motion by Mike Maus.  

The first order of business was a presentation by the Community Garden Committee, Lisa Lytle, Tony 

Satriano, Amy Laydon, & Howard Brown.  Lisa presented the mission:  “Common Earth Community 

Garden (CECG) is established to grow & distribute vegetables, provide a source of wholesome food to 

local food banks, provide nutritional and cultural education for youth, a place of fellowship for 

multigenerational families, and outreach to our diverse neighbors on this shared common earth.” 

Through a Power Point show, a time-line of process from 2013 to the present, was given, plus info 

about  Denver Urban Gardens (DUG), a non-profit organization since 1985, that seeks to empower 

others in their own process to develop a sustainable garden.   Questions were answered about the 

land, costs of water, liability, & future plans.  If someone is hurt in the garden, DUG’s umbrella 

insurance covers an accident.  No liability to the church.   Other questions were around possible 

future expansion of the church building (into current parking lot).  The Committee has talked with City 

of Arvada folks & water people on how to handle the water.  DUG will help us raise grant money & 

design rental fee structure.  

Lisa Lytle made a MOTION: “I move that the congregation (1) authorize the use of the land located 

directly south and west of the existing structure for the creation of “Common Earth Community 

Garden,” and (2) confer authority to the garden steering committee to negotiate a contract with 

Denver Urban Gardens, if needed, subject to Trustee approval.  The conditions of the authorized use 

of land are:  all legal issues, including the design, grant writing, promotion, insurance, fundraising, and 

oversight of the garden will be the responsibility of the steering committee with the understanding 

that no costs for the garden shall be borne by the operating budget or other resources of First United 

Church of Arvada.”  The motion was seconded by Jill Flateland.  The Moderator called for a vote.  The 

vote was unanimous. 

The second order of business was to select a Nominating Committee. The Clerk read the Nominating                

Committee Bylaws Directive.  

The following members were nominated and elected: Gail Goodman, Gloria Knutson, Doug Faulkner,             

Tony Satriano, and Suzanne Volzke. Mike Maus moved that these people be elected to serve. Motion                

passed. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Mike Maus at 12:29 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Jeri Lou Maus, co-Clerk 


